In this context, it is legitimate to argue that while the struggle for freedom provided the terrain for the contest of ideologies, as well as was the melting pot for distinct and even conflicting aspirations of the different social and economic groups, the Constituent Assembly had turned into a terrain where the aspirations and the concerns of the very same social and economic groups would precipitate into distinct positions that the various members took in the debates during the making of the Constitution. It may be noted here that the most vocal section in the Assembly happened to be those who came to constitute the Socialist Party; elected as Congress nominees from the various provinces, these were associates of the Congress Socialist Party (CSP) since 1934, and had founded the Socialist Party in 1948 under the chairmanship of Jayaprakash Narayan.15
The point is that the concerns for a socialist direction in the Constitution were represented not only by those who constituted the Socialist block since 1948, but also evident in the Resolution on Aims and Objects that Jawaharlal Nehru moved in the Assembly on December 13, 1946.16 Speaking of the Resolution, Nehru referred to the limits set by the State Paper on the scope of the Constituent Assembly, and stressed upon the fact that the Assembly derived its strength from the struggle for independence.

footnote: Among the vocal members of this group in the Assembly were M. R. Masani, H. V. Kamath, and Damodar Swaroop Seth. We will have occasion to deal with their contribution to the socialist thought in the Constitution at a later stage in this book.The Resolution began as follows: "(1) This Constituent Assembly declares its firm and solemn resolve to proclaim India as an Independent, Sovereign Republic and to draw up for her future governance a Constitution," and Clause 5 of the Resolution read as follows: "WHEREIN shall be guaranteed and secured to all the people of India justice, social, economic and political; equality of status, of opportunity, and before the law; freedom of thought, expression, belief, faith, worship, vocation, association and action subject to law and public morality; ..." For the full text of the Resolution, see Constituent Assembly Debates (CAD hereafter), Lok Sabha Secretariat, Vol. I. p. 59.